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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH SADAT, JUNE 1 1 

1 . MET WITH SADAT TODAY IN ALEXANDRIA TO DISCUSS 
POSSIBILITY OF DIRECT EGYPTIAN/ISRAELI CONTACTS AND 
IMPROVING EGYPTIAN WEST BANK/GAZA COUNTERPROPOSAL ALONG 
LINES PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED WITH FONMIN KAMEL. VP MUBARAK 
WAS PRESENT. 

SADAT WAS AN HOUR LATE IN ARRIVING, HAVING JUST COME 
FROM TEN DAYS IN SUEZ CANAL ZONE. HE SAID HE WAS 
EXHAUSTED AFTER MAKING SIX LONG SPEECHES IN AS MANY DAYS 
AND LOOKED IT. 

2. DIRECT CONTACTS: ON RENEWING DIRECT EGYPTIAN/ 

ISRAELI CONTACTS, SADAT SAID HE CANNOT MEET WITH DAYAN 

IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. ANY SUCH MEETING, HE CONTENDED, 

WILL GIVE BEGIN "BREATHING SPACE" AND ENABLE THE ISRAELI 
PRIME MINISTER TO CLAIM EVERYTHING IS BEING DISCUSSED. 

THIS IS ESPECIALLY UNDESIRABLE WHEN DAYAN IS UNABLE TO GO 
BEYOND WHAT BEGIN DECIDES. FOR SADAT TO RECEIVE DAYAN 
NOW, THE PRESIDENT INSISTED. WILL WORK AGAINST EGYPTIAN 
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INTERESTS. WE WENT OVER THIS SEVERAL TIMES.BUT SADAT 
REMAINED ADAMANT. 

3. SADAT WAS NOT RPT NOT AVERSE TO A MEETING BETWEEN 
DAYAN AND EGYPTIAN FONMIN KAMEL. HE SUGGESTED THAT 
PRESIDENT CARTER MIGHT PROPOSE THAT THE EGYPTIAN AND 
ISRAELI FONMINS VISIT WASHINGTON TO MEET WITH SECRETARY 
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VANCE. ALTERNATIVELY, THEY MIGHT MEET AT THE UNITED 
NATIONS OR SOMEWHERE IN EUROPE LIKE AUSTRIA. STILL 
ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE VENUE MIGHT BE IN AL ARISH AS, SADAT 
RECALLED, HE HAD ON PREVIOUS OCCASION SUGGESTED. (SADAT 
REFERENCE IS TO HIS EARLIER IDEA THAT POLITICAL COMMITTEE 
TALKS, IF CIRCUMSTANCES WARRANTED THEIR RESUMPTION.MIGHT 
MEET ALTERNATIVELY IN AL-ARISH AND BEERSHEVA.) AN 
AL- ARISH LOCALE,SADAT NOTED, WOULD ENABLE BOTH KAMEL AND 
DAYAN TO REPORT QUICKLY TO THEIR SUPERIORS AND OBTAIN 
NECESSARY INSTRUCTIONS. WHATEVER THE VENUE,SADAT SAID, 

THE FIRST TWO OR THREE SESSIONS COULD BE BETWEEN KAMEL 
AND DAYAN ALONE AND THEREAFTER THE TWO MIGHT MEET WITH 
SECRETARY VANCE. 

4.SADAT STRESSED, HOWEVER, THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE THAT 
HE ATTACHES TO HAVING USG "AS A WITNESS." HE REITERATED 
HIS FEAR THAT DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS WITHOUT THE USG BEING 
"NEAR OR PRESENT" WILL NOT WORK.THE ISRAELIS, HE 
CHARGED. ARE "LIARS" AND BEGIN, DAYAN AND OTHERS HAVE 
REGULARLY DISTORTED EGYPTIAN POSITIONS.THEY WILL TRY 
TO DO SO AGAIN UNLESS THERE IS AN IMPARTIAL "WITNESS," LIKE 
THE USG, PRESENT. 

5. VP MUBARAK INTERJECTED THAT SINCE WF.I7M AN/GAM ASY EX- 
CHANGE (REPORTED BY CHARGE MATTHEWS, BUT COPY NOT 
IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE TO ME),THERE HAS BEEN A SECOND 
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MESSAGE FROM WEIZMAN. THAT MNESSSAGE, SENT IN REPLY TO 
GAMASY'S LAST MESSAGE, INDICATED THAT ISRAELI CABINET 
WILL SHORTLY BE DISCUSSING CURRENT EGYPTIAN/ISRAELI 
IMPASSE AND THAT WEIZMAN HOPED FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS MIGHT 
BE POSSIBLE IN NEAR FUTURE. MESSAGE INDICATED WEIZMAN 
WILL COMMUNICATE AGAIN WITH GOE, HOPEFULLY THIS COMING 
WEEK. SADAT VIEWED THIS AS EVIDENCE OF CONTINUING 
ISRAELI DESIRE FOR DIRECT TALKS, BUT EMPHASIZED THAT FOR 
EGYPT THE ISSUE NOW IS WHETHER OR NOT THE ISRAELI 
RESPONSE TO OUR TWO QUESTIONS ON THE FUTURE OF THE WEST 
BANK/GAZA ARE IN FACT POSITIVE. IF THEY ARE NOT, WE 
FACE A NEW SITUATION. IF THEY ARE, THEN A DAYAN/KAMEL 
MEETING COULD TAKE PLACE ALONG THE ABOVE LINES OR ANOTHER 
GAMASY/WEIZMAN MEETING COULD TAKE PLACE. 

6. EGYPTIAN COUNTERPROPOSAL: ON THE EGYPTIAN COUNTER 
PROPOSAL, SADAT INDICATED UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROBLEM. 

HE AGREED THAT EGYPTIAN SIDE WILL LOOK AT IT AGAIN WITH 

A VIEW TO CONSIDERING HOW IT MIGHT BE IMPROVED. HE HOPES 
TO GIVE ME A REVISED COUNTERPROPOSAL IN A FEW DAYS. HE 
WANTS TO TALK TOMORROW, MONDAY, TO MUBARAK AND KAMEL 
ABOUT POSSIBLE REVISIONS. 
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7. OTHER SUBJECTS DISCUSSED WILL BE REPORTED BY SEPTELS. 
LEAVE TO DEPT'S DISCRETION WHETHER TO REPEAT THIS MESSAGE 
TO TEL AVIV. EILTS 
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